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Why?
Why is there so much sorrow, so much sadness in the
world?
Abuse, human trafficking, war and slavery, man-made
famine in lawless lands
where everyone is in danger
from the violent who care
only for their power. All
these trouble our world.
Poor health, addiction,
broken families, random
violence. Earthquakes, tsunamis, destruction from
nature. Sorrow, tears, and the ultimate catastrophe –
death. Everyone is touched by these things. No one
escapes the heart-break of it all.

Think about These Things


Why do you think there is sorrow and sadness
in the world?



What problems exist in your community or
family?



Are you experiencing any sorrow, sadness, or
trouble in your life?
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It Was Not Always This Way
The Bible, God’s holy
word to mankind,
tells us it was not
always this way.
In the beginning the
Creator made the
heavens and the earth. Everything he made was good
and beautiful.
At the height of his creation stood the first man and
the first woman.

Read the Creation Story in
Genesis 1 & 2 and
Think about These Things


What do you learn about God in this story?



Why did God create the human race?



Why do you think God created you?
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The Great Catastrophe
God’s holy book, the Bible, tells us that the first man
and woman were no longer content to be his children.
They were no longer content to let God be God and
to worship and serve him. They wanted all the power
for themselves.
They wanted to
rule the world
without him. In an
unthinkable act of
rebellion, they
declared themselves
to be independent
of the Creator of the world.

Read About the Great Catastrophe
in Genesis 3 and Think about These Things


Who was the serpent in the story?



Why do you think the man and woman
disobeyed God?



What happened when the man and woman
disobeyed?
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The Four Directions of Death
The Bible tells us that man’s sin brought sadness,
sorrow, and death into the world – the great
catastrophe. Death came in four ways.

DEATH WAS UPWARD
Mankind, having rebelled against the Creator no
longer trusted him or
knew him and began to
make up new gods of
their own imagination –
gods of wood and stone,
gods that could not
speak or hear or see,
gods that were
capricious and cruel.

DEATH WAS OUTWARD
People began abusing people, excluding them,
enslaving them, killing
them. Nation went to
war against nation.
Justice was thrown to
the ground. People wept
for their sorrow and
wondered, “Is there any hope?”
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DEATH WAS DOWNWARD
The earth was no longer a garden of delight. The earth
under their feet was cursed. Thorns and weeds grew
up. The earth was out of balance with droughts,
famines, floods, pestilence,
earthquakes. The world
convulsed like a woman in the
pains of childbirth.

DEATH WAS INWARD
Shame, guilt, loneliness,
anxiety, hopelessness, and fear
that nothing could ever change the world filled the
hearts of people.

Think about These Things


How has the relationship with God been
disrupted in your nation, family, or life?



How has any relationship with others been
hurt?



What problems exist in the land where you
live that make life difficult?



Which of these do you
 Shame
 Guilt
 Loneliness

feel in your life?
 Fear
 Hopelessness
 Anxiety
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The Creator’s Plan to Rescue
and Renew the World
Even though the world turned away from God, God
still loved the world.
He loved those he
had made and he
looked for a man
through whom he
could work to
restore earth and all
mankind to his
original plan of love and beauty.
One day, God found that man. His name was
Abraham.
Abraham was a seeker of truth, and his heart was
troubled by all he saw. One day God spoke to him.
“Abraham, I have seen your searching. I have watched
your heart and I
now come to
you. I am the
true God of all
creation. I will
bless you and
make you a
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great nation and through you I will bless all the
families of the earth.”
This was revolutionary. This was dynamic. This was
different.
No other god had said anything like this. This was
because the false gods of the world were not real.
But the true God, the Creator, the God of love
wanted to restore mankind to himself and spoke
words of promise and hope.

Read God’s Words to Abraham
in Genesis 12:1-3 and
Think about These Things


What did God tell Abraham?



What is the most important part of God’s
statement to Abraham in verse 3?



Why do you think God made these promises?
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The Promises About the
Savior of the World
Through the centuries Abraham’s family grew and
became a great nation. One day the true God spoke to
the leaders of this nation and said, “I will fulfill my
promises to Abraham, and bring into the world the
one who will bring an end to all sorrow and sadness.”
Through the prophets of the
family of Abraham, God
described how this salvation
would come – it would come
through a special child:

A child will be born to us,
a son will be given to us.
The government will rest on
his shoulders.
And he will be called:
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
His government and its peace will never end.
He will rule with fairness and justice to the ends of the
earth and for all eternity.
The passionate commitment of the LORD will make this
happen!
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The Birth
of the Promised One
One day that child was born. He was born like no
other. He was a miracle baby. He was born of a virgin
as a sign that this was God’s
special child who would deliver
the world from its sorrow and
suffering and bring eternal life
to all who would turn from
their sin.
Angels appeared at his birth.
People came from distant
places to worship. Prophecies were uttered by the wise
about the great things he would do. He was the Savior
of the world. And his name was Jesus.

Read about Jesus’ Birth
in Luke 2:1-20 and
Think about These Things


Why do you think Jesus was born of a virgin?



What did the angels say about this child?



Who was this child and why did he come into
the world?
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The Life
of the Promised One
When Jesus was 30 years old, he knew it was time to
begin his mission to restore the world.
He travelled among his
people proclaiming that
God’s kingdom was at
hand.
The world had seen the
darkness and the suffering
of the kingdoms of the
world. Now it was time for God’s kingdom to return
to earth and bring salvation to mankind.
He spoke with power. He spoke with authority. He
spoke with compassion.
He healed the sick. He gave sight to the blind. He
made the lame walk. Dead children were restored to
grieving parents.
Those afflicted with evil spirits were delivered, and
above all, he forgave those who came to him in
sorrow over their sin.
He gave people hope and a new start in life.
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Joy abounded in the land as the light of God dispelled
the darkness.
God was being faithful to his promises to Abraham!

Read These Stories About Jesus’ Life and
Think about These Things


Read about Jesus’ power over sickness in Luke
5:12-16. What does this story teach you? Who
do you know who needs to hear this story?



Read about Jesus’ power over evil spirits in
Luke 4:31-37. What does this story teach you?
Who do you know who needs to hear this
story?



Read about Jesus’ power over death in Luke
7:11-17. What does this story teach you? Who
do you know who needs to hear this story?



Read about Jesus’s power to forgive in Luke
5:17-26. What does this story teach you? Who
do you know who needs to hear this story?
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The Death of Jesus
Not everyone was happy with Jesus. Power was still in
the hands of corrupt people, as it had often been since
the Great Catastrophe,
and they believed Jesus
was a threat to their
authority.
Evil men stalked him,
arrested him, put him
on trial, accused him
unjustly of crimes and crucified him on a Roman cross.

Read about Jesus’ Death
in Luke 22:54-23:56 and
Think about These Things


Why did the leaders turned against him?



Why do you think Jesus said, “Father, forgive
them for they know not what they do”? How
does that make you feel, to know that Jesus
forgave those who treated him unjustly?



Another man died with Jesus on that day. That
man asked Jesus for mercy and Jesus said he
would live with him in Paradise. What does
this teach us about Jesus?
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The Resurrection of Jesus
It seemed the darkness had won, after all. It seemed
that the darkness had vanquished the light that had
come into the world until something happened three
days later.
Women went to the
tomb to anoint the dead
body of Jesus, but when
they arrived the tomb
was empty. Angels
appeared to them and
declared the great news.

Jesus had risen from the dead!
Jesus was alive again and he was alive in a new,
immortal body that would never die! Jesus had not
been defeated by darkness. Instead, Jesus conquered
the darkness.
His death on the cross was not his defeat. It was his
victory for on that cross he had paid the price for the
sins of the world.
In his resurrection he had inaugurated the new
creation of God that would restore all things just as he
had promised to Abraham.
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Read about Jesus’ Resurrection
in Luke 24:1-43 and
Think about These Things


Who did Jesus appear to first when he rose
from the dead?



When Jesus was speaking to the two men
travelling to the village of Emmaus, what was
he teaching them?



Why do you think Jesus ate food with the
disciples when he appeared to them?



The risen Jesus said, “Peace be to you!” Do
you believe Jesus wants to speak peace into
your life?



Who else needs to hear about the risen Jesus
and his peace?
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What Does the Death and
Resurrection of Jesus Mean
for You, for Your Family,
and for Your Nation?
Jesus’ Death
God’s holy word teaches us that Jesus’ death was not
an accident or a tragedy. It teaches us that his death
was the plan of God to be the sacrifice for our sins so
that we could be forgiven.
Read these two statements from God’s word.

“For all have sinned and fallen short of God’s glory.”
– Romans 3:23

“For the wages of sin is death but the free gift of God
is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
– Romans 6:23
God’s holy word teaches us that all of us have sinned
and turned away from God. It teaches us that our sin
has separated us from God and brought death to the
world. But it also teaches us that Jesus paid the penalty
for our sins and that we can have forgiveness and life
through him.
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Read this statement that explains about Jesus dying in
our place.

“For Christ died for sins, once for all, the Righteous
One for the unrighteous ones, that he might bring us
to God.”
– 1 Peter 3:18
Jesus took your sins upon himself and paid the price
for them – death. He took upon himself the sins of
your family, your
nation, and of the
world!
Here is a question for
you to think about –
When you consider that
Jesus died for the sins of
the world, for your family, and for you, how does this
make you feel?

Jesus’ Resurrection
When Jesus rose from the dead three days after he
died it showed that his death on the cross was enough
to pay for our sins and bring us back to God. The
payment for our sin was made! We can be forgiven
and restored to God!
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When Jesus rose from the dead three days after he
died, it showed us that he was telling the truth about
who he was – the Promised One who had come into
the world to be the Savior of all people and the true
Lord of the world! He wants to be your Lord and
Savior!
God’s holy book makes this promise,

“If you confess Jesus as Lord and believe in your heart
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved!
Whoever will call upon the name of the Lord will be
saved!”
– Romans 10:9, 13
Would you like to have Jesus as your Savior and Lord?
Jesus is alive. He loves
you. He died for your sins.
He rose and lives to bless
your life. He is waiting for
you to ask him with
words like these:
“Dear Lord Jesus, thank you for coming into the
world. Thank you for your love for people. You
healed the sick. You freed people from evil spirits. You
raised the dead. You showed compassion to sinful
people. But greatest of all, I realize you died for my
sins. Please forgive me for all I have done. I want you
to come into my life and be my Savior and Lord. I
want to follow you and tell others about you! Amen!”
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After Jesus Rose
After Jesus rose from the dead, he gathered his
followers together and showed them the scars in his
hands and feet where he had been nailed to the
Roman cross.
He explained to them that
all the injustice that had
happened to him was
turned around by the
power of God to bring
salvation to the world.
When he died on the cross, he paid the penalty for the
sins of the world. Mankind had stood guilty and
condemned because of its rebellion. Mankind deserved
the judgment, but Jesus took the penalty upon himself
for all. Mankind could now be forgiven for their sins
and return to their creator.
No more animal sacrifices for sins had to be made
because the ultimate sacrifice of Jesus himself had been
offered. No more fear about what lay on the other
side of death was necessary for Jesus had conquered
death by rising from the grave.
The one who had healed the sick and forgiven sinners
had now conquered every enemy and emerged from
the grave as the world’s true Lord.
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Then, he told his followers that he was going to send
them on a mission. Their mission was to tell the world
about him and to bring renewal to people, families,
communities, and nations.
Their mission was to tell the world that their sins could
be forgiven through him,
that life could be found in
him, that all that had been
lost through the great
catastrophe could now be
restored.
The darkness between God
and man could be lifted as
people found the true God through Jesus Christ.
The darkness between man and man could be lifted as
people learned to serve one another with love as Jesus
had taught his followers.
The darkness inside each person could be lifted as
Jesus’s Spirit came with cleansing, healing, and
renewal.
The curse in creation will one day be lifted when Jesus
comes again to make a new world of beauty and
peace and joy.
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What Jesus Wants
for You Now
Jesus wants you to grow and become a strong, mature
follower of him. When you asked Jesus to come into
your life, he did, and he now wants to fill you
completely with his Spirit and change your life in every
way. Here is what you can do to grow in your
relationship with Jesus.
1. Have another follower of Jesus baptize you.
Baptism in water is a symbol that you have passed
from death into
life and are now a
follower of Jesus.
Baptism is a step
of faith in which
you show that his
death on the cross
was for you, and
his resurrection from the dead was to give you life.
Jesus said, “Go and baptize them in the name of
the Father, in my name, and in the name of the
Holy Spirit.” – Matthew 28:18-20
2. Ask Jesus to fill you completely with his Spirit, to
make you a new person, to change you and make
you a witness to other people. One of Jesus’
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followers, Paul, said, “Be filled with the Spirit of
God. Speak to one another with kind words, be
thankful to God, and be humble with others.”
3. Learn from God’s Word every day.
- Learn about the life of Jesus in Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John.
- Learn about the first followers of Jesus in Acts.
- Learn from the letters that Jesus’ leaders wrote to
the followers of Jesus to help them overcome
their problems and grow in their faith.
- Learn how Jesus is Lord and will conquer every
problem and
restore all things
in the book of
Revelation.
4. Pray to God
every day about
everything! God
loves you as his
child. He wants
you to bring every concern, every need, and every
desire to him.

“Don’t worry about anything! Instead, pray about
everything. With all prayer, let God know all your
needs and be thankful. When you do this, the peace
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of God which surpasses all comprehension will guard
your hearts and your minds.”
– Philippians 4:6-7
4. Meet with other followers of Jesus regularly. We
need other believers to help us grow, to pray for
us, to protect us, to guide us, and to love us. We
can do the same for them.

“Let us think of ways we can motivate and do good
works for one another. Meet together regularly with
others and especially as you see that the return of
Jesus is soon.”
– Hebrews 10:24-25
5. Pray for others and tell them about your
relationship with Jesus.
Jesus said,

“The prophets in God’s holy word said that I would
come, suffer for the sins of the world, and rise from
the dead on the third day. The prophets said that this
message of the renewal of all things would go into all
the world so that people could find forgiveness and
new life in me and you are my witnesses!”
– from Luke 24:46-48
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Jesus, the World’s True Lord,
and Your Lord!
After Jesus rose and gathered his followers, he gave
them this mission to tell the whole world he had come
and that everyone could be renewed and restored to
the Creator.
He then returned to heavenly
places where he was
enthroned as the Lord of
heaven and earth. Now as
the world’s true Lord, he
empowers and leads his
followers to spread the joyful
news that he, the Savior of mankind, will restore all
things that were lost in the Great Catastrophe.
Yes! God was faithful to his promise he had made to
Abraham so long before when the entire world was in
darkness. Through Abraham’s descendant, Jesus of
Nazareth, he is
blessing the
whole world,
just as he said!
Countless
multitudes
have embraced
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this message of hope, joy, and life and they in turn
have spread it to others.
Almost 2000 years have
passed and the message of
God’s salvation continues
to resound throughout the
world and it has come
now to you.
Your fears can be relieved.
Your shame can be wiped away.
Your sins can be forgiven.
Your hopelessness can disappear.
Your conflicts can be resolved by
the name of the Savior and the
Lord of heaven and earth, Jesus
of Nazareth – the perfect one, the sacrifice for our sins,
the conqueror of death,
the Lord of all.
Embrace him as your
Lord today! Call upon
him now and confess
him as your Lord and tell
others this joyful news!
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This joyful news of the renewal of all things
has been brought to you by
WGS Ministries
PO Box 90047
San Antonio, TX 78209
U.S.A.
1.800.248.4687
info@WGSministries.org
www.WGSministries.org
Watch The Renewal of All Things at
www.WGSministries.org/renewal-video/

